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5K walk set to be service project,

national fundraiser for scholarship

by Patti Ramey,

VP Leadership Development

&

Sarah VanDyke,

National President

W h e n :  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4

W h e r e :  N a s h v i l l e ’ s  H i s t o r i c  C e n t e n n i a l

P a r k

W h o :  S i s t e r s  A t t e n d i ng  C o nv e n t i o n  2 0 0 4

T i m e :  7 : 0 0  A . M .  S t a r t i ng  L i n e

I n  a n  e f f o rt  t o  p r o v i d e  o u r   sist e rs

w i t h  a  s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t  t h a t  a f f e c t s  a l l  o f

O m e g a  Ph i  A l p h a ,  w e   a r e  h o s t i ng  t h e  f i r s t

e v e r  m a j o r  n a t i o n a l  f un d r a i s e r  f o r   t h e

O m e g a  Ph i  A l p h a  S c h o l a r s h i p .  E a r l y  i n  t h e

m o r n i ng  o f   J u l y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4  i n  N a s hv i l l e ,

s i s t e r s  w i l l  g a t h e r  f o r  s o m e  f u n  a n d  h e a l t h y

s e r v i c e .  T h e  w a l k   w i l l   b e g i n  a t  7  A . M .

a n d  f i n i s h  w h e n  o u r   l a s t   w a l k e r  p a s s e s

t h e  f i n i s h   l i n e  a f t e r  a  b e a u t i f u l  3 . 1  m i l l e /

5 K  s t r o l l  t h r o u g h  N a s h v i l l e ’ s  H i s t o r i c

C e n t e n n i a l  P a r k ,  h o m e  t o  T h e  P a rt h e n o n .

History of the Omega Phi

Alpha Scholarship Trust

T h e  O m e g a  P h i  A l p h a  S c h o l a r s h i p

T r u s t  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 9 6  b y  t h e  f i r s t

B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s :  J a n i c e  T i t s w o r t h ,

P a m e l a  M c E w e n ,  a n d  S a r a h  V a n D y k e .   A n

O m e g a  P h i  A l p h a  s c h o l a r s h i p  w a s  t h e

d r e a m  o f  G i ng e r  M c G a r i t y ,  w h o  a p p o i n t e d

t h e  f i r s t  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h e r

d e s i r e  f o r  O P A  t o   h e l p  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n

p r o m o t i ng  a n d  f u r t h e r i ng  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f

a c t i v e  s i s t e r s  a r o un d  t h e  c o un t r y .   T h e   f i r s t

s c h o l a r s h i p  w a s   a w a r d e d  i n  1 9 9 7  a n d

c o n t i nu e s  t o  b e  a w a r d e d  a nnu a l l y .   T h e

nu m b e r  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  t h e i r  a w a r d

a m o un t   a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  e a r n e d

f r o m  d o n a t i o n s  m a d e  t o  t h e   S c h o l a r s h i p

T r u s t .   T h i s  a w a r d  m a y  b e  u s e d  f o r  t u i t i o n ,

f e e s ,  b o o k s  o r  l i v i ng  e x p e n s e s .  T h e

S c h o l a r s h i p  T r u s t  c o n t i nu e s  t o  b e  l e a d  b y  a

B o a r d  o f  T r u st e e s  c o m p ris e d  o f  o n e  a c ti v e

s i s t e r ,  o n e  a l u m n a e  s i s t e r  a n d  t h e  V P –

F i n a n c e  f o r  O m e g a  P h i  A l p h a .  T h e  T r u s t ’ s

s t a t u s  a s  a  5 0 1 c ( 3 )  n o n - p r o f i t  m a k e s  i t  a

t a x  d e d u c t i b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  a l l  d o n o r s

a n d  s p o n s o rs.

Collecting donations

and pledges

T h e  m i n i m u m  p l e d g e s / d o n a t i o n s

n e e d e d  is  $ 1 0 0 / p e rs o n  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  5 K .

C h a p t e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  h e l p  t h e i r

d e l e g a t e s  a n d  c h a p t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

c o l l e c t  d o n a t i o n s .   W e  a r e  c h a l l e ng i ng  t h e

c h a p t e r s  t o  r a i s e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  $ 2 5 0  f o r

t h e i r  t w o  d e l e g a t e s  t o  w a l k ,  a n d  w e

c h a l l e n g e  i n d i v i d u a l  a l u m n a e  w a l k e r s  t o

c o ll e c t  $ 1 5 0 !   T h is  s h o u l d  h e l p  u s  r e a c h

o u r  g o a l  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o t a l  f o r  t h e  O m e g a  P h i

A l p h a  S c h o l a r s h i p  T r u s t !

R e m e m b e r ,  a l l  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  t a x

d e d u c ti b l e  a n d  r e c e i p ts  f o r  d o n o rs  c a n  b e

f o u n d  a t   w w w . o m e g a p h i a l p h a . o r g .

P l e d g e s  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  a t

t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  w a l k ,  o r  c o l l e c t e d  a f t e r

c o nv e n t i o n .   H o w e v e r ,  c o p i e s  o f  p l e d g e

s h e e t s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

C o p i e s  o f  t h e  p l e d g e  s h e e t  a r e  a v a il a b l e

o n l i n e  f o r  y o u r  u s e .

A l l  p l e d g e s  w i l l  b e  d u e  b y  S e p t e m -

b e r  1 ,  2 0 0 4 .   D o n a ti o n s  m a d e  b y  c h e c k

s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o  Omega Phi

Alpha Scholarship Trust.

A l u m n a e  o r  s i s t e r s  n o t  a t t e n d i n g  o r

w a l k i n g  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d   t o  d o n a t e  t o  t h e i r

f a v o rit e  c h a p t e r  o r  sist e r ’ s  e f f o rts,  b u t  a

g e n e r a l  d o n a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a c c e p t e d  a n d

a p p r e c i a t e d .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P a t t i  R a m e y  a t

l e a d e r s h i p @ o m e g a p h i a l p h a . o r g  f o r

a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

C o n v e n t i o n  2 0 0 4

F a s t  F a c t s

J u l y  1 4 - 1 8

N a s h v i l l e ,  T N

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e

$ 4 5 / p e r s o n  ( $ 1 0  f o r  o n e  d a y )

A c c o m m o d a t i o n s

M a rri o tt  @  V a n d e r b ilt

Q u a d  O c c u p a n c y :  $ 3 8 . 8 5 / n i gh t

T r i p l e  O c c u p a n c y :  $ 4 9 . 1 4 / n i gh t

D o u b l e  O c c u p a n c y :  $ 7 3 . 7 0 / n i gh t

S i ng l e  O c c u p a n c y :  $ 1 4 7 . 4 0 / n i gh t

H o t e l  P a r k i n g

$ 1 4 . 0 0 / d a y  s e l f  p a r k i ng

$ 1 7 . 0 0 / d a y  v a l e t  p a r k i n g

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f r o m  A i r p o r t  t o

H o t e l

S h u ttl e  $ 1 7 . 0 0  r o u n d  tri p / p e rs o n

5 K  S c h o l a r s h i p  W a l k

S a t u r d a y  @  7 : 0 0  A M

t h r o u g h  N a s h v i l l e ’ s  h i s t o r i c

C e n t e n n i a l  P a r k

R e g i s t r a t i o n :  $ 1 0 0  p l e d g e s  &

d o n a t i o n s / p e r s o n

B B Q  L u n c h

S a t u r d a y  @  1 2 : 0 0  P M

@  F a n n i e  M a e  D .  P a r k

$ 6 . 5 0 / p e r s o n

B a n q u e t

S a t u r d a y  @  7 : 0 0  P M

@  t h e  h o t e l

T i c k e ts: $ 4 2 . 0 0 / p e rs o n

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o

w w w . o m e g a p h i a l p h a . o r g  &  c l i c k  o n

“ C o nv e n t i o n  2 0 0 4 ”

H a r d  c o p y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  a l s o

a v a i l a b l e  –  c o n t a c t  Su s i e  L a r s o n  a t

6 1 5 - 8 4 7 - 1 9 3 3  o r

c o n v 0 4 @ o m e g a p h i a l p h a . o r g
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C o n v e n t i o n  2 0 0 4

T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 5

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P r o c e d u r e  a n d  L e g isl a -

t i o n  R e v i e w

So, what’s up at this year’s conven-
tion?  Well, come to this workshop and
find out.  After a brief explanation of
parliamentary procedure, we will discuss
the legislation coming up for vote this year
at convention during the business meet-
ings.  Be ready to ask questions, take
notes, and find plenty to ponder before the
meetings start.

M o t i v a t i o n  a n d  C o mm i t m e n t

Welcome to a whole new side trip,
campers. Today we will be exploring the
wilds of commitment issues and motiva-
tion obstacles for sisters within your
chapter. Watch your step, ladies we are not
in Oz.  This workshop is designed to vent
out the issues surrounding lackluster
commitment and motivation within
chapters and sisterhood. Patti Ramey, VP
Leadership Development will teach
participants new ways to promote sister-
hood, production and service within their
chapters while getting a wave of recom-
mitment to their sorority.

M e m b e r s h i p  B u i l d i n g

Presentation by Rho chapter, home
to 100+ sisters!  Melissa King, the 2003-
04 Membership Director of Rho chapter,
will share tips and strategies on how to
grow your chapter membership.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o un c i l

Leann Williams, President-elect, will
lead delegates in a discussion of the duties
and responsibilities of presidential
leadership in Omega Phi Alpha.

S e r v i c e  C o u n c il

VP Business Operations, Susie
Larson, will lead delegates in a review of
the projects they completed for the
President’s Project this year, and a
discussion of  other service projects during
the year that were successful and non
successful.  A review of how to complete
the service project report form will be

covered, as well as questions about how to
record service projects.
 
S e r v i c e  P o st e r  S e ssi o n

In an effort to highlight the wide
array of service projects completed each
year throughout our sorority we have
elected to host this new workshop format
to allow sisters to show off a project in
detail from their chapter, and gather
detailed information from all other
chapters.  In addition, several national
organizations will display service opportu-
nities as well.  Additionally, Alumnae are
welcome to enter project displays.

M e e t  t h e  C a n d i d a t e s

Also known as Candidates Forum,
this is an opportunity to hear about each
candidate running for an open NEB
position, and ask questions about their
experience and plans for O Phi A.

F r i d a y ,  J u l y  1 6

M e m b e r s h i p  C o u n c i l

Kerry Kornacki, Membership
Director, will lead sisters through a review
of membership successes and concerns
throughout the year.  Active pins will be
distributed for Fall ’03 and Spring ’04
pledges.

D ist r i c t  O p e r a ti o n s

Patti Ramey, VP Leadership
Development, and Pam McEwen, VP
Finance, will lead this workshop which is
designed to explain the responsibilities of
an ADO and the efforts needed to make
your district, the rally, and the service
project  run as efficiently as possible. The
presenters will go over district financial
procedures, rally planning and officer
communication.

O P A  –  N a t i o n a l  B u d g e t  W o r k s h o p

Pamela McEwen, VP Finance, will
provide a review of the budget proposal
that has been made for the upcoming fiscal
year by the budget committee – including
any budget options that are proposed. The
review will also include a frank discussion

of the challenges and opportunities facing
the sorority in the upcoming fiscal year
and the way to maximize our resources.
Additionally, the review allows for an
open exchange concerning the budget
without the constraints of the business
meeting.

D ist r i c t  M e e ti n g s

The sisters at convention will have
an opportunity to meet and plan with
sisters from their district.  VP Leadership
Development, Patti Ramey, will have
several challenges for each district to
complete throughout convention.

S e tti n g  F i n a n c i a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d

P o l i c i e s

Pamela McEwen, VP of Finance will
present a review of the financial issues that
face chapters – not just the treasurer and
not just the officers.  The workshop will
include a discussion of the important
aspects of budgeting, contracting and
payment, taxes, reporting, fund raising,
banking, credit cards and charge accounts.

G o a l  S e t t i n g  –  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o un c i l

Sarah VanDyke, National President,
will lead president’s council members in
selecting national goals for the 2004-05
year to be proposed to the delegation
during the business meeting.

F a s h i o n  S h o w  &  S p e a k e r

The French Shoppe, located on West
End Avenue, will provide the fashion show
for Friday evening.  The French
Shoppe was started by a man, Col Parker,
shortly after WW II to provide unique and
affordable clothing to the women in
Nashville.  They now have 3 locations in
the Nashville area.  The shop will provide
light refreshments for us and use the
Omega Phi Alpha women for models of
their clothing and accessories.  The
fashion show will also include a speaker
on Women in Leadership - In the spirit of
the Divas of fashion, the speaker will
explore the past, present and future of the
woman leader as embodied by forty years
of OPA. (Continued on page 5)

Convention 2004 activity details
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Convention 2004

Compiled by Susie Larson,

VP Business Operations

Nashville was founded on Christ-

mas Eve 1779 along the banks of the

Cumberland River.  Two teams of pioneers

set forth from the Carolinas to found the

new city.  Upon arrival, they immediately

began building Fort Nashborough.  Among

the pioneers was Rachel Donelson,

daughter of Captain John Donelson, who

would later become the wife of President

Andrew Jackson.

The Country Music Hall of Fame

and Museum is an architectural wonder in

itself.  One side of the building is an RKO-

style radio tower while the main building,

with windows resembling a piano key-

board, ends in a Cadillac tailfin-style

flourish.   Enjoy the ultimate Country

Music Hall of Fame® and Museum

experience with the new audio tour. 

Beginning Monday, May 3rd, you’ll be able

to tour the museum with the voices of

Dolly Parton, Vince Gill and Trisha

Yearwood leading the way. The 70-minute

tour is narrated by W SM radio personality

and Grand Ole Opry announcer Eddie

Stubbs. The audio tour is $7.50 per person.

The Country Music Hall of Fame and

Museum is open 9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

daily. Admission is $15.95 per person.

President Theodore Roosevelt

coined the phrase “good to the last drop,”

words that became a national slogan, after

sipping coffee at the Maxwell House

Hotel.  The coffee was a local product of

the Cheek family.  Their family home is

now Cheekwood Botanical Garden &

Museum of Art.   Cheekwood features the

award-winning Museum of Art housed in

the original Cheek mansion. The surround-

ing 55 acres include an interactive learning

center, ten botanical gardens and the

Woodland Sculpture Trail with works by

internationally known sculptors. Admis-

sion varies.  Call for details. Half price

rates after 3 p.m. Family cap at $25.

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9:30 a.m. -

4:30 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Closed Monday except Memorial Day and

Labor Day.

Nashville’s Athena Parthenon is

the tallest indoor sculpture in the Western

world.  She stands an impressive 42 feet

high in the temple of the Parthenon. The

world’s only full-scale reproduction of the

famous Greek temple, Nashville’s

Parthenon stands in Centennial Park and

features both the city’s art museum and

Athena Parthenos. Admission: $3.50

adults; $2 seniors (62+) and children (4-

17). Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. -

4:30 p.m.; Sunday from April - September

12:30 - 4:30 p.m. Minimum time allow-

ance: 45 minutes.

Belle Meade Plantation was

famous for breeding thoroughbred horses.

Iroquois, bred at the Belle Meade Farm,

was the first American horse to win the

English Derby.  In addition to Iroquois,

there were two other famous horses that

can trace their lineage back to Belle

Meade:  Seabiscuit and War Admiral, both

made popular again by the 2001 best-

selling novel.  Four generations removed,

the 1930s horses were descendents of the

sires of Bonnie Scotland, Belle Meade’s

prize horse, making the family rivalry at

the Plantation run deep. Admission: $10

adults; $8.50 seniors; $4 children (6-12);

free (children under 6). Hours: Monday -

Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. -

5 p.m. Last tour daily at 4 p.m. Minimum

time allowance: 1.5 hours. Services:

multilingual site maps available. Handi-

capped accessible except second floor of

mansion.

In 1941, Nashville was granted the

first FM license in the United States.

Music City then became the first to enjoy

static-free radio. Every weekend, the

Grand Ole Opry takes the excitement of

a live audience, the heritage of the world’s

longest-running radio show and an

incredible mix of talent to the world,

broadcasting live over 650 W SM AM and

the Opry website. Never knowing which

artist might make a surprise appearance,

it’s where country rocks, bluegrass rules

and Western swings. Summer is high-

lighted by free Opry Plaza Parties on

weekend show nights. Admission varies.

Call for details. Hours: Friday 7:30 p.m.;

Saturday 6:30 and 9:30 p.m.; Tuesday 7

p.m. (April 13 - December 21 only).

January - February located at the Ryman

Auditorium. March - December located at

the Grand Ole Opry House. Minimum time

allowance: 2.5 hours.

The First Center for the Visual

Arts is located in what was formerly

Nashville’s main post office.  The building

is a city landmark placed on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1984.  The

Center went to great lengths to preserve

the historical integrity of the building, as

the building itself is a work of art. Admis-

sion: $8.50 adults; $7.50 seniors (65+);

$6.50 college students (with ID); free

(children 18 and under). Hours: open

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.;

Thursday evenings until 8 p.m.; Sunday 1 -

5 p.m. Minimum time allowance: 1.5

hours.

The Hermitage: Home of Andrew

Jackson, the 7th President of the United

States, boasts a driveway in the shape of a

guitar.  Legend says that the driveway was

so shaped to please his daughter-in-law

Emily.  Nashvillians like to think it was a

good sign of things to come. Admission:

$12 adults; $11 seniors (62+) and students

(13-18); $5 children (6-12); free (children

under 6). $34 family rate (2 adults, 2

children). Hours: daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Minimum time allowance: 1.5 - 2 hours.

Services: handicapped accessible except

second floor of mansions.

Standard Candy Company,

founded in 1901, created the GooGoo, a

true Nashville delight marrying peanuts,

caramel, marshmallow and milk chocolate

together for a tasty cluster of candy. Today

Standard Candy Company uses more than

3 million pounds of chocolate a year.

Legend has it that GOO stands for Grand

Ole Opry.

F u n  f a c t s  a b o u t  N a s h v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  8 )
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D i s t r i c t  &  C h a p t e r  N e w s

F l a s h b a c k  t o  t h e  8 0 ’ s

by  M i che l e  P ayne ,

P s i  chap t e r  s i s t e r

Oh my Gosh! Did you hear

what the Psi chapter did on April 16,

2004?  We totally flashed back to the

80’s and had a blast roller skating.

With our ponytails to the side,

crimped hair and blue eyeshadow on,

we played Simon Says, and we

Footloosed our way to fun with 100%

participation for this Active-Pledge

event.

That same night was the

Skateland Idol contest, and we

cheered on the young idols as they

sang popular songs from their genre.

They enjoyed zooming past us as they

laughed at us “BIG KIDS” dressed

funny and skating slowly.  We skated

the night away and then it was time to

brush out our teased hair and dream

about the handsome Kevin Bacon. 80’s Night  Psi chapter sisters show their “style” during their roller skating party

District 2

(Epsilon, Mu, and Rho)

by  K a t e  Fee l e y ,

 R ho  chap t e r  s i s t e r  and  A D O

In the fall, the chapters of district 2

participated in a district retreat and service

project in Nashville, TN.   Although, Mu

chapter was unable to attend due to their

small size at the time, several sisters from

the other two chapters were able to

participate.  The entire group was split into

two smaller groups, and then the groups

took turns sorting bags of items that had

been donated to the center for homeless,

and participating in a leadership/

teambuilding experience.  Additional

retreat activities included lunch provided

by Papa John’s, and writing and voting on

a district song.

This semester a sisterhood retreat

was planned for the beginning of the

semester but ended up being postponed.

The Active District Officers were never

able to get back together to plan it.  We

greatly enjoyed meeting and working with

the sisters in our district and look forward

to even more district activities next year.

District 3

(Nu, Chi, and Sigma)

b y  R a d h a  S a t h e  a n d  L y n n  D u d a s h ,

N u  chap t e r  s i s t e r s

District 3 had a great year of district

activity.  We held three events where all

three chapters were involved.  At the

beginning of November, we held District

Retreat in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  The

main activity of the day was a fundraiser

selling drinks from a Coke wagon to raise

money for formal.  We worked in three

shifts, and when we were not selling

drinks, some groups went shopping and

some went to the Chattanooga Aquarium.

The day ended with dinner, a leadership

workshop presented by a sister from Nu

chapter, and birthday cake for the birthday

girl from Chi chapter.

District formal was held on February

21st in Columbia, South Carolina at the

South Carolina State Museum.  Our

formal, however, was more than just a

formal.  It was also a benefit for the

American Cancer Society, as we hosted

cancer patients who were unable to attend

their school dances because of treatment.

It was a very enjoyable night for all the

sisters, pledges, and alumnae involved.

The last district event of the year

was the district service project in Atlanta,

Georgia on April 3rd.  All three chapters

came together and volunteered at the

Relay for Life on Georgia Tech’s campus.

We again worked in shifts, and those who

were not busy enjoyed having free time in

Atlanta to do as they pleased.  Relay for

Life was very successful and raised over

$95,000.

Everyone who went to these events

had a great time getting to know sisters at

other schools and learning about new and

exciting service projects. Overall, district 3

had a very good year and we look forward

to seeing everyone at Convention this

summer.
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Chapter News

C o n v e n t i o n

ac t i v i t y  d e t a i l s

( c on t i nued  f r o m  p age  2 )

Saturday, July 17

Alumnae M eeting

Marlene Purdy, VP Alumnae Rela-
tions, will lead a discussion on alum-
nae and sorority issues, and ways for
alumnae to continue to support OPA.

Senior Ceremony

Ginger McGarity, VP Expansions,
will lead a senior ceremony for all
alumnae, new and old, to participate
and renew their dedication to Omega
Phi Alpha.

Alumnae Support & Communica-

tion

Under the direction of Marlene
Purdy, VP Alumnae Relations and the
District Alumnae Advisors, the alum-
nae members of O Phi A and the ac-
tive sisters will have an opportunity
to discuss how alumnae members can
provide support to the chapters, and
ways for the chapters to keep the
communication lines open with their
alumnae.

OphiA Ceremonies

Ginger McGarity, VP Expansions,
will review the traditions of our na-
tional ceremonies and share ideas on
how to make them meaningful and
customized to fit your chapter’s
unique style.

Epsilon Chapter

by Sarah Conaway

We just finished a great spring semes-
ter!  We have just added eight new and won-
derful actives and are extremely excited
about getting to enjoy them next year!  Your
sisters here at Epsilon chapter have been very
busy with tons of fun service projects, sis-
terhood activities, and fundraising.  We
helped cook a meal for the local Dismas
House, and then also helped them sell ice
cream at Tech’s Windows of the World Fes-
tival as their fundraiser.  Our last portion of
this spring semester was filled with other
projects such as drawing chalk outlines
around campus and having a MADD table
for Alcohol Awareness Week, helping with
the Clothesline project to increase awareness
of abuse, and helping Habitat for Humanity
as they constructed houses in the area.  An-
other successful project involved helping
children with special needs as they played
softball through the Structured Athletics pro-
gram.  Money was raised for MDA through
our pancake fundraiser held at Applebee’s.
Our “service to the sisters” project was a
great hit; everyone brought a unique box that
included a service, such as a carwash, in-
side.  Everyone anonymously chose a box
and got to spend some quality time with the
sister whose box they chose.

Your sisters in Cookeville have also
been busy with other activities that have
made us and others smile.  We had a great
time at our Alumnae Picnic and our formal.
Our mother-daughter tea was fabulous and
also noteworthy; a unique quilt was given
away which included a square from every
active sister!  Our main fundraiser was a yard
sale that raised approximately $380!

Currently our main focus is to have
high attendance of actives and alumnae at
convention in Nashville this summer!  In
order for the actives going to participate in
the service project, we need as much finan-
cial help as possible from our alumnae, so
please support our efforts!  Also if you are
interested in receiving alumnae information
from our chapter, please email Kristen, our
alumnae secretary and treasurer, at
klallen21@tntech.edu.  We are excited to see
everyone in Nashville and hope that all of
our sisters have a marvelous summer!

Nu Chapter

by Lynn Dudash

Nu Chapter wrapped up another great
year on April 23rd, when we celebrated the
sixteenth anniversary of the founding of our
chapter and initiated our nine amazing
pledges. This year we continued some of our
favorite projects: quilting with the women
of Reynoldstown and helping beautify At-
lanta with Tree Atlanta. We also added some
exciting new events. During some events
held for the entire Georgia Tech community
we served mocktails, nonalcoholic drinks,
to raise awareness about the danger of binge
drinking and drinking and driving. We also
spent most of our Friday afternoons at a lo-
cal Boys’ and Girls’ Club. We enjoyed all
three of our district events, concluding with
the district service project were we helped
out with Relay for Life. We greatly enjoyed
traveling to the other chapters and spending
time with our other O Phi A sisters, and we
look forward to another great year!

Psi Chapter

by Michele Payne

Psi Chapter had an awesome semes-
ter!  At the end of February we made a road
trip up to College Station for our District 5
Retreat.  We cleaned two miles of highway,
picnicked at the park, and mingled with the
Delta and Tau sisters.  Our Big/Little Sister
event, “Fun in the Sun,” took place at the
beach in March.  We ate bar-b-que for lunch,
while enjoying the relaxing sounds of the
waves and beautiful rays with our little sis-
ters.

After some fun it was time to get back
to business, and what better way to do that
than Love In A Box.  Imagine spending 24
hours in a cardboard box, with only food
brought to you by friends, a blanket, and the
clothes on your back!  Well, we did it while
raising over $650 for the Reach out for Christ
Homeless Shelter.

The Mu pledge class treated the
actives to a self defense class as their “ser-
vice to the sisters” project.  We learned how
to defend ourselves from many potentially
hazardous situations.  That’s right - watch
out when the Psi chapter is out and about!

To conclude the semester, we ventured
back to the beach to volunteer our time at
the Texas General Land Office Beach
Cleanup.  We collected almost 1 ton of trash
as a chapter on our adopted mile of beach!

As everyone can see, Psi chapter was
extremely busy this semester.  If you really
want to see how busy we have been, check
out our new website at www.opa-psi.tk - you
will see that this report is only a glimpse of
all of our hard work this year.
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Yellow Rose

by Marlene Purdy,

VP Alum nae Relations

O n e  a s p e c t  o f  r e t i r e m e n t  t h a t  i s

e s p e c i a l l y  e n j o y a b l e  i s  t h e  o p p o r t un i t y  t o

t r a v e l .   W h i l e  v i s i t i ng  a l l  5 0  s t a t e s  h a d

b e e n  m y  o r i g i n a l  g o a l  ( a c c o m p l i s h e d ) ,

a l o ng  t h e  w a y  I  h a v e  f o un d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e

m a n y  t r a v e l  o p p o r t un i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  o f t e n

o v e r l o o k e d .

T r a v e l  b y  c a r  i s  t h e  m o s t  f l e x i b l e

a n d  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e  t h e  m o s t  c o s t

e f f e c t i v e .   I t  a l l o w s  f o r  a  s c h e d u l e  t h a t  y o u

m a k e .   O u r  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  N e w  E n g l a n d  t o

s e e  t h e  f a l l  c o l o r s  w a s  j u s t  s u c h  a n

e x a m p l e .   W e  h a d  s c h e d u l e d  o u r  tri p

a r o u n d  m y  m y r i a d  o f  l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .   A

s t o p  a t  t h e  C o r n i n g  M u s e u m  i n  N e w  Y o r k

w a s  q u i t e  e n j o y a b l e .   B u t  w e  s o o n

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  w e  w e r e  s l i g h t l y  e a r l y  f o r

t h e  “ p e a k ”  c o l o rs.   S o  a f t e r  o u r  v isit  t o

s u c h  p l a c e s  a s  t h e  M a r b l e  M u s e u m  i n

V e r m o n t ,  G r a n i t e v i l l e  i n  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,

a n d  B a r  H a r b o r ,  M a i n e ,  a s  w e ll  a s

F o x w o o d  a n d  M o h i c a n  Sun  c a s i n o s  i n

C o nn e c t i c u t ,  w e  j o u r n e y e d  b a c k  t o

V e r m o n t  f o r  a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  d a y s  o f  c o l o r ,

t h i s  t i m e  a t  i t s  p e a k .

L a s t  y e a r  w e  t r i e d  a  r i v e r  c r u i s e  i n

E u r o p e  b e g i n n i n g  i n  V i e n n a ,  A u s t r i a  a n d

e n d i n g  i n  A m s t e r d a m ,  H o l l a n d .   T h i s  w a s

m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n  o c e a n  v o y a g e  i n

t h a t  t h e  s h i p  h e l d  a  m a x i m u m  o f  1 5 0

p a s s e n g e r s .   O n e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a  c r u i s e  i s

t h a t  y o u  u n p a c k  y o u r  c l o t h e s  o n l y  o n c e  f o r

t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p .   T h e  r i v e r  c r u i s e  a l l o w e d

f o r  s e e i n g  s i g h t s  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  i t s e l f  o r

f r o m  t h e  n u m e r o u s  “ s i d e ”  t r i p s  t h a t  w e r e

t a k e n  b y  b u s .   M o s t  o f  t h e  c r u i s i n g  w a s

d o n e  d u r i n g  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o r  a t  n i g h t .   I n

t h e  m o r n i n g  w e  w o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  s h i p  a n d

b o a r d  o u r  t o u r  b u s  f o r  t h e  d a y ’ s  e x c u r s i o n s

w h i l e  t h e  s h i p  c o n t i nu e d  u p  t h e  r i v e r .

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  w e  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e

s h i p  f o r  l un c h  s o  t h a t  m o s t  m e a l s  w e r e

o n b o a r d .   I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s i gh t s e e i ng ,

w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s a m p l e  m u c h  d e l i c i o u s

f o o d ,  e n j o y  o n b o a r d  i n f o r m a t i v e  t a l k s ,

s o c i a l i z e  w i t h  f e l l o w  p a s s e ng e r s ,  d a n c e ,

a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g a m e s .

S e v e r a l  “ c o m m u n i t y ”  j i g s a w  p u z z l e s  w e r e

c o m p l e t e d  o n  t h e  tri p .

A  r e gu l a r  p a r t  o f  o u r  t r a v e l  i t i n e r a r y

i n c l u d e s  o u r  t h r e e - w e e k  s t a y  ( v i a  a i r l i n e )

i n  A r u b a  e v e r y  C h r i s t m a s  -  M o r e  a b o u t

A r u b a  i n  a  f u t u r e  i s s u e .   A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,

w e  e n j o y  t r a v e l ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e  m o d e

o f  tr a n s p o rt a ti o n .

ALUMNAE FOCUS

Kristine Russell ( D e l t a )  c u r r e n t l y

l i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .   Sh e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t

a g g i e k r i s t i n e @ h o t m a i l . c o m

Kimberly Sobotik ( D e l t a )  g o t

m a r r i e d  N o v .  8 ,  2 0 0 3 .   S h e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d

a t  k i m d a w n 1 9 9 9 @ y a h o o . c o m

Christina Eaton ( D e l t a )  c u r r e n t l y

l i v e s  i n  t h e  D a l l a s  a r e a .   S h e  c a n  b e

r e a c h e d  a t  c e a t o n @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t .

W endy Dewberry Davidson

( O m i c r o n )  h a s  b e e n  a  t e a c h e r  f o r  4  ½

y e a rs.   I n  D e c e m b e r  o f  1 9 9 9  s h e  m a rri e d

J o n a t h a n  D a v i d s o n  a n d  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,

J e n n y  L y n n  D e w b e r r y ,  D a v i d s o n  w a s  b o r n

A p ril  6 ,  2 0 0 4 .   T h e y  li v e  a t  4 4 6 0 7  H w y  3 1

i n  B r e w t o n  A L .   Sh e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t

w n j d a v i d s o n @ e c o n e c . n e t .

Kathy Hill Griswold ( E p sil o n ),  o u r

n e w e s t  D A A ,  i s  a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e

A s s i s t a n t  a t  V a n d e r b i l t  U n i v e r s i t y .   S h e  i s

m a r r i e d  t o  A n d r e w  G r i s w o l d  a n d  h a s  o n e

s o n ,  A n d r e w  M .  ( D r e w ) ,  b o r n  i n  F e b r u a r y ,

1 9 8 3 .   T h e y  li v e  i n  H e r m it a g e  T N .   S h e

c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t

c a t h y . j . g r i s w o l d @ v a n d e r b i l t . e d u .

Maria (Hinkle) Price ( E p s i l o n )

m a rri e d  L e e  P ri c e  o n  5 / 1 5 / 0 4  a t  F irst

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n  M a r y v i l l e ,

T N .   M a r i a  i s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  C h a t t a n o o g a

A l u m n a e  C h a p t e r  a n d  w i t h  G i r l  S c o u t s  a n d

s h e  i s  a  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  w i t h  S a r g e n t  &

Lun d y ,  LL C .   M a r i a  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  P  O

B O X  1 0 5 2 ,  C h a t a n o o g a ,  T N  3 7 4 0 2 .   4 2 3 -

6 0 5 - 2 4 8 4 .  c o s m o _ h i nk l e @ h o t m a i l . c o m

W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m

you!
I f  y o u  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a  m i l e s t o n e  i n

y o u r  l i f e  ( e n g a g e m e n t ,  m a r r i a g e ,  b i r t h ,

d i v o r c e ,  c a r e e r  c h a n g e ,  m o v e )  p l e a s e  l e t  u s

k n o w  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  s h a r e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n

w i t h  y o u r  s i s t e r s .   P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e

s h o r t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h a t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s

i s s u e  a n d  s e n d  t o :  M a r l e n e  P u r d y ,  V P

A l u m n a e  R e l a t i o n s .

Retirement Is Great!

Alumnae

Questionnaire
(additional sheet may be used)

Nam e:

Address:

Phone #:

Active Chapter:

Current occupation/em ployer:

Professional m em berships:

Civic m em berships/activities:

Volunteer service/activities:

Awards/honors:

Local chapter activities:

Regional/national activities:

Other item s of interest/fam ily

info:

Please return to: Marlene Purdy

617 Lafayette Boulevard

Bowling Green, OH 43402

alumnae@ omegaphialpha.org
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD

P r e s i d e n t

Sarah VanDyke (Delta)

13954 Jibstay St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78418

361-949-0197

pres@ omegaphialpha.org

P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t

Leann W illiams (Nu)

PO Box 565

Dalton, GA 30722

706-259-9619

pres_elect@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  –  B u s i n e s s  O p e r a t i o n s

Susie Larson (Mu)

741 Jaywood Drive

Old Hickory TN 37138

615-847-1933

bus@ omegaphialpha.org

E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

Erin Stiers (Rho)

4406 Hunt Club Dr

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

734-218-5519

sec@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  –  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ( I n t e r i m )

Sarah VanDyke (Delta)

See President

comm@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  –  A l u m n a e  R e l a t i o n s

Marlene Purdy (Alpha)

617 Lafayette Blvd

Bowling Green OH, 43402

419-352-7397

alumnae@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  –  L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e l o p m e n t

Patti Ramey (Chi)

3700 W . 19th M-5

Stillwater OK 74074

405-707-7414

leadership@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  -  E x p a n s i o n s

Ginger McGarity (Delta/Nu)

709 W  Portland St.

Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-258-4466

expansions@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  –  A d v a n c e m e n t  P l a n n i n g

Jan Titsworth (Delta)

5445 Lake Powell Dr

Ft. W orth, TX 76137

817-656-4117

advancement@ omegaphialpha.org

M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r

Kerry Kornacki (Gamma)

14214 Garfield

Redford, MI 48239

313-533-6890

membership@ omegaphialpha.org

V P  -  F i n a n c e

Pamela McEwen (Epsilon)

108 Bluewater Circle

Nashville, TN 37217

615-360-9060

finance@ omegaphialpha.org

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS

D a t a b a s e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Chelsea Morrisey (Nu)

dba@ omegaphialpha.org

C h e v r o n  E d i t o r s  ( I n t e r i m )

Sarah VanDyke (Delta)

Janelle Tarpey (Delta)

chevron@ omegaphialpha.org

C o n v e n t i o n  2 0 0 4  C o o r d i n a t o r

Susie Larson (Mu)

See VP – Business Operations

Conv04@ omegaphialpha.org

L e g a l  A d v i s o r

Kay Kress (Alpha)

Pepper Hamilton LLP

100 Renaissance Center, Suite 3600

Detroit, MI  48243

(313) 393-7365 phone

(313) 557-0656 fax

legal@ omegaphialpha.org

A w a r d s  C h a i r

Leann W illiams (Nu)

awards@ omegaphialpha.org

W e b  E d i t o r  ( I n t e r i m )

Kate LaCour (Tau)

webmaster@ omegaphialpha.org

SCHOLARSHP TRUSTEES

A l u m n a  T r u s t e e

April Ott (Delta)

1003 Lyra Court 

Arlington, TX 76013

817-492-8107

scholarship-

alum@ omegaphialpha.org

N E B  T r u s t e e

Pamela McEwen (Epsilon)

108 Bluewater Cir.

Nashville, TN 37217 

615-360-9060

scholarship-

neb@ omegaphialpha.org

A c t i v e  T r u s t e e

Radha Sathe (Nu)

336972 Georgia Tech Station

Atlanta, GA 30332

404-641-8265

scholarship-

active@ omegaphialpha.org

TRAVELING LEADERSHIP

CONSULTANTS

D i s t r i c t  1

No active chapters

D i s t r i c t  2

Lori Berta

Tlc_D2@ omegaphialpha.org

D i s t r i c t  3

Vacant

D i s t r i c t  4

Chawanna Charles

337-332-0799

Tlc_D4@ omegaphialpha.org

D i s t r i c t  5

Melissa Keller (Psi)

361-992-7061 

Tlc_D5@ omegaphialpha.org

District 6

Susan Padilla

Tlc_D6@ omegaphialpha.org

 DISTRICT ALUMNA ADVISORS

S o u t h e a s t / E a s t  C o a s t  R e g i o n

Suzanne Richmond (Alpha)

rsuzann@ yahoo.com

407-654-6288

W e s t  R e g i o n

Sherilyn Matthews (Delta)

Sherilyn.Matthews@ AIMinvestments.com

281-277-9163

G r e a t  L a k e s  R e g i o n

Vacant

M i d  S o u t h  R e g i o n

Cathy Griswold

615-883-8451

cathy.j.griswold@ vanderbilt.edu

CHAPTERS

A l p h a — B o w l i n g  G r e e n  S t a t e

U n i v e r s i t y

401 Student Union

BGSU

Bowling Green, OH 43403

G a m m a — E a s t e r n  M i c h i g a n

U n i v e r s i t y

001 McKenny

Union Box #76

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

 

D e l t a — T e x a s  A & M  U n i v e r s i t y

Omega Phi Alpha

Acct #950550

P.O. Box 5688

Aggieland Station

College Station, TX 77844

 

E p s i l o n — T e n n e s s e e

T e c h n o l o g i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y

P.O. Box 5265

Cookeville, TN 38505

M u — M i d d l e  T e n n e s s e e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

Omega Phi Alpha

Box 644

Murfreesboro, TN 37132

N u — G e o r g i a  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o l o g y

Omega Phi Alpha

Student Organizations

Atlanta, GA 30332

 

O m i c r o n — A u b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y

Omega Phi Alpha

Foy Union Building

Auburn, AL 36849

 

R h o — W e s t e r n  K e n t u c k y  U n i v e r s i t y

Omega Phi Alpha

1526 Big Red W ay

P.O. Box 8085

Bowling Green, KY 42101

S i g m a — U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e  a t

C h a t t a n o o g a

Omega Phi Alpha

PO Box 5063

Chattanooga, TN 37406

 

T a u — U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  a t  A u s t i n

Omega Phi Alpha

SOC# 236

100-C W . Dean Keeton Street

Austin, TX 78712

 

U p s i l o n — U n i v e r s i t y  o f    L o u i s i a n a —

La f ay e t t e

Omega Phi Alpha

PO Box 43475

Lafayette, LA 70504

 

P h i — A r i z o n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

Omega Phi Alpha

P.O. Box 873001 #170

Tempe, AZ 85281-3001

C h i — U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a

USC P.O. Box 80085

Columbia, SC 29225

P s i — T e x a s  A & M  U n i v e r s i t y  a t

C o r p u s  C h r i s t i

Student Activities

Texas A&M Corpus Christi

6300 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412

A l p h a  A l p h a — U n i v e r s i t y  o f

N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a

NAU Box 6036

Flagstaff, AZ 86011

A l p h a  B e t a — U n i v e r s i t y  o f

M i s s i s s i p p i

Omega Phi Alpha

Box 4424

University, MS 38677-4424

A l p h a  G a m m a — O k l a h o m a  S t a t e

U n i v e r s i t y

2218 W . 3rd Ave

Stillwater, OK 74074

Chapter em ail addresses:

chapter@ omegaphialpha.org
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NATIONAL SERVICE SORORITY

c/o Chelsea Morrisey

1112 Vinings Pkwy

Smyrna, GA 30080

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Upper Room Chapel and Mu-

seum features an 8’ by 17’ wood carving of

“The Last Supper” copied from da Vinci’s

painting and an 8’ by 20’ stained glass win-

dow with a Pentecost theme.  The museum

features art galleries of religious subjects

painted from 1300 – 1990 as well as English

porcelains, manuscripts, books, seasonal dis-

plays of nativity scenes and Ukrainian eggs.

Admission: free; $4 contribution encour-

aged. Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30

p.m. Closed all major holidays. Minimum

time allowance: 30 minutes.

African-American artist and native

Nashvillian Will Edmonson was the first

black to be honored with a one-man exhibit

at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.

Edmonson, the son of former slaves, created

primitive limestone carvings of animals, an-

gels, Biblical characters and even celebri-

ties.  A photo spread of his work in Harper’s

Bazaar led to the historic 1937 exhibit in

New York City.  Today, his works are on dis-

play at Cheekwood Botanical Garden and

Museum of Art.

Nashville fun facts

(continued from page 3)

by Erin Stiers,

Executive Secretary

This year we have several

positions on the NEB open and we are

looking for some great sisters to fill

them!!  The positions open this year

include:  Vice President of Finance, Vice

President of Alumnae Relations, Vice

President of Advancement Planning,

Vice President of Communications,

Executive Secretary, and Membership

Director.

Each one of these positions

requires different abilities, but all are

sure to offer great rewards to those

elected into the positions.  The duties of

each of these offices can be found on the

national website under the election ‘04

link.

Any interested sister needs to

complete a petition packet.  Petition

packets are available by contacting Erin

Stiers, National Executive Secretary (see

contacts for email and address) or

through the national website under

elections ’04.  Completed packets should

be submitted to Erin Stiers (address in

contacts).  If your petition is received by

June 23, you will receive one-half of

your convention travel paid for by the

sorority.

We have received no petitions at

this time, but I am hopeful that we will

have a great slate of sisters to present to

the delegation in Nashville.  Candidate

information will be posted on the

national website July 1 for review.

Any questions about the positions

or running for National office may be

directed to Erin Stiers via email or

telephone (see contacts).

 50% off travel
    Several NEB positions available,

    petitions due by June 23


